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Timeline of some of the world’s conflicts and significant events since 1914

Disclaimer- the events listed in this document do not represent an exhaustive list of all of the conflicts of the 20th century.  
	From
	To
	

	1914 
	1918
	FIRST WORLD WAR

	1915
	1923
	Turkish Genocide against Armenia 

	1916 
	1916 
	The Easter Rising in Ireland (24 – 30 April)

	1918
	1922
	Russian Revolution & Civil War

	1919
	1922
	Irish War of Independence

	1922
	
	Creation of the Irish Free State

	1924
	1953
	Stalin’s regime in Russia (USSR)

	1935
	1936
	Italy invades Abyssinia

	1936
	1939
	Spanish Civil War

	1937
	
	April 26: Bombing of the city of Guernica, Spain, by German aircraft

	1938
	
	Annexation (Anschluss) of Austria by Germany

	1939
	1945
	SECOND WORLD WAR

	1945
	1949
	Chinese Civil War

	1945
	1954
	First Indochina War

	1947
	
	Partition of India and Pakistan

	1948 

	
	Israel declares its independence (14 May).
Almost immediately, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Transjordan, and Iraq declared war on Israel. By the conclusion of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, Israel had greatly expanded its borders, and signed ceasefire agreements with all its Arab neighbors.

	1948
	1949
	Berlin Blockade & Airlift

	1948
	
	South Africa: The Afrikaner National party wins a general election and initiates apartheid policies

	1949
	
	Creation of NATO

	1949
	1976
	Mao Tse Tung’s regime in China

	1950
	1953
	Korean War

	1952
	1960
	Mau-Mau uprising, Kenya

	1954
	1962
	French-Algerian War

	1955
	1972
	First Sudanese Civil War

	1956 
	1957 
	Suez Crisis

	1956
	
	Hungarian Revolution 

	1958
	
	CND (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament) established

	1959
	1975
	Vietnam War, also known as the Second Indochina War, the American War in Vietnam and the Vietnam Conflict

	1961
	1962
	Bay of Pigs & Cuban Missile Crisis

	1961
	
	Erection of the Berlin Wall

	1962
	1992
	Ethiopian Civil Wars

	1964
	
	South Africa: Nelson Mandela and other ANC and PAC leaders sentenced to life imprisonment

	1966
	1976
	Chinese Cultural Revolution 

	1967
	1970
	Nigeria: Biafran War

	1968
	
	Prague Spring reform movement in Czechoslovakia

	1969
	
	14 August: British troops sent into Northern Ireland

	1971
	
	East Pakistan massacres

	1972
	
	Idi Amin expels Asians from Uganda  

	1973 
 
	1973 
	(6 - 26 Oct)  The Yom Kippur War, Ramadan War or October War, also known as the 1973 Arab-Israeli War and the Fourth Arab-Israeli War

	1973
	
	Pinochet takes power in the Chilean coup d'état

	1974
	
	Partition of Cyprus between Turkish and Greek rule

	1975
	2002
	Angolan Civil War

	1975
	1979
	Cambodia: Khmer Rouge regime

	1976
	1992
	Mozambique Civil War

	1978
	
	Iranian Revolution 

	1979
	1989
	Soviet war in Afghanistan

	1979
	
	Nicaraguan Revolution (Sandinista National Liberation Front)

	1980
	
	Foundation of the Solidarity party in Poland

	1980
	1999
	Afghanistan Civil War

	1980
	1988
	Iran-Iraq War

	1981
	2000
	Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp established beside RAF Greenham Common Airbase

	1983
	
	Reagan proposes Strategic Defence Initiative (‘Star Wars’)

	1983
	1999
	Second Sudanese Civil War

	1985
	
	Aldermaston Women's Peace Camp and Campaign established beside RAF Aldermaston

	1986
	
	South African pass laws repealed

	1989
	
	9 November: Fall of Berlin Wall

	1989 (Dec)
	
	Russian president, Mikhail Gorbachev,  and US president, George H.W. Bush, declared the Cold War officially over at a summit meeting in Malta

	1990 (Feb)
	
	Russia: the Communist Party was forced to surrender its 73-year old monopoly on state power. By December of the next year, the union-state also dissolved, breaking the USSR up into fifteen separate independent states

	1990
	1991
	First Persian Gulf War

	1990
	
	Nelson Mandela released

	1991
	1999
	Somalian Civil War

	1991
	2001
	Yugoslav wars: Yugoslavia, Croatia, Serbia, Kosovo, Albania, Montenegro, Macedonia

	1994
	
	Rwandan Civil War

	1994
	
	Northern Irish Loyalists announce a ceasefire

	1994
	
	Nelson Mandela elected president of South Africa in country’s first non-racial election

	1997
	
	Solidarity party elected to power in Poland

	1997
	
	IRA declares ceasefire in Northern Ireland

	1998
	1999
	Congolese Civil War

	1998
	
	Good Friday Agreement: Northern Ireland peace deal reached 

	2003
	present
	Second Persian Gulf War

	2003
	present
	Crisis erupts in Darfur, and the Sudan

	2007
	
	British troops leave Northern Ireland.  The British Army's emergency operation ended at midnight on 1 August.


